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Today, while in Bethlehem, I met a Palestinian man who runs a store that sells 

merchandise with images of security barrier graffiti. His shop is no more than 15 feet 

from the barrier. 

He shared with me his narrative. His parents left their home, Sar'a (by Bet Shemesh), in 1948 

never to return. He's rarely able to get back into Israel. Once he visited Sar'a and brought back 

some of the remaining rubble from his town. He's lost hope for a two-state solution and wants 

one-state with a right of return for Palestinians. 

I thanked him for sharing his story with me. I 

acknowledged his humanity and his pain. I told 

him I was a proud Zionist and activist for two-

states for two peoples. I explained to him why 

Zionism and Israel is important to me and other 

Jews. I accepted that the year 1948 was a disaster 

for Palestinians, and I also explained that for the 

Jews, it was our independence. It was the 

regeneration of freedom and justice for our 

people and in our indigenous homeland. 

We did not agree on everything by the end of our 

conversation. However, we shook hands and exchanged contact information. He even offered 

to give me a ride to the checkpoint. 

Dialogue is sacred, necessary, and possible. We don't need to forfeit our narratives to 

acknowledge another's story. We must recognize that two competing narratives can still both 

be legitimate. 

I am so thankful that I'm at a place where I could listen to the pain and suffering of someone 

who's narrative is antithetical to my own, and I could see him as a human and empathize. I did 

not respond with anger or frustration, but with genuine appreciation and kindness. I opened 

my heart to him, and him to I. 

-Zachary Schaffer, IPF Atid New York 


