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Last month, I had the chance to visit one of the most historically cherished and 
contemporarily complicated cities in the world: Hebron. Little did I know that the 
day after I met Israelis and Palestinians at an impossible stalemate of inches, and after 
praying at the extraordinary graves of Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and Rebecca, Jacob 
and Leah - that UNESCO would deny the Jewish connection to the cave of The 
Patriarchs and Matriarchs. It was a crushing whirlwind but in the bus ride back to 

Jerusalem, I reviewed my IPF materials and was able 
to understand how a war-zone as desperate as the 
one I was in, can still have its tensions dialed back 
with both sides achieving tangible progress if we 
can approach the issues from a 
pragmatic perspective. 
 
After studying the landscape of American think 
tanks, policy organizations and advocacy groups, I 
decided to be a launch partner for IPF Atid. I don't 
have to be in Hebron to feel that our community 
binds itself too often into a zero sum game that pits 
'us vs them' within a win/lose mentality as we lose 
precious time each day in advancing a plan for Israel 
that ensures its values as a Jewish, Democratic and 

Secure state. I see a reality in which the two peoples are so closely linked that 
incremental steps to benefit one side can and would have clear benefits to the other. 
For instance, enhancing the ability of Palestinians to govern and implement the rule of 
law in Areas B and C of the West Bank would not only bolster Palestinian state-
building, but also enhance the safety and security of Israelis. This unique idea, joined 
by many others, are policies that I've come to understand and appreciate only through 
IPF's partnership with the Commanders for Israel's Security.  

-Daniel Jeydel, IPF Atid New York 
	


